
Dear Sonning Resident,

Thank you for responding to the questionnaire about the 
Sonning Neighbourhood Plan that was delivered to all residents 
in the Spring of last year. 53% of households completed the 
questionnaire which gave the Steering Group a good idea of 
residents’ views on the aspects of Sonning that they treasure 
most. Based on this information we have produced a draft 
Neighbourhood Plan which is now available for your review and 
comments at sonning.info

Attached to this letter is a short summary of the key issues covered by the Plan 
together with a link to the whole document.

We will be holding an open day in Pearson Hall on Saturday 5th November 2022 
at which you are welcome to ask questions of members of the Steering Group 
and provide them with your comments. If you are unable to attend in person 
we would still like to hear from you so please submit your comments by email to 
comments@sonning.info or by posting them through the Sonning Parish Council 
office letter box at Pearson Hall.

All comments received will be taken into account before the updated draft is 
submitted to Wokingham Borough Council in early 2023 for their review and the 
review by an independent examiner. The approved draft will then be subject to a 
referendum of Sonning residents before being adopted.

Please take this opportunity to make your comments on this first draft of your 
Neighbourhood Plan, whether you agree or disagree with the draft it is very 
important that you express your views now so that the Plan can be truly repre-
sentative.

Best regards,

Jeremy Gilmore, Chair of the Steering Group

Sonning Neighbourhood Plan
 

Open Day in Pearson Hall 
Saturday November 5th - 11am to 5pm

 
Meet members of the Steering Group, ask questions, discuss the 

options and and let us know what you think about the Plan.
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Summary of the draft Neighbourhood Plan for Sonning Summary of the draft Neighbourhood Plan for Sonning 
October 2022October 2022

Sonning is a quintessential Thames-side village much loved by its residents and visitors alike.  Located 
at a strategic crossing point of the River Thames it is steeped in history, surrounded by beautiful 
countryside and contains many historic listed buildings within its Conservation Area. The Sonning 
Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) recognises the importance of the village’s heritage and natural 
environment but also takes account of the need for a sustainable future in which it can support 
appropriate economic development and respond to the call for the provision of additional housing.

OVERALL VISION OVERALL VISION 

Sonning will continue be known by people at all stages of their lives as one of Berkshire’s best Sonning will continue be known by people at all stages of their lives as one of Berkshire’s best 
Parish communities in which to live; for its semi-rural historic village character and countryside Parish communities in which to live; for its semi-rural historic village character and countryside 
landscapes; and for its attractive green lanes, green spaces and thriving natural environment. landscapes; and for its attractive green lanes, green spaces and thriving natural environment. 
The neighbourhood will be safe, clean, and will be well connected to the neighbouring parishes The neighbourhood will be safe, clean, and will be well connected to the neighbouring parishes 
by unpolluted roads and pathways. Any new development will protect or enhance Sonning’s ru-by unpolluted roads and pathways. Any new development will protect or enhance Sonning’s ru-
ral settlements and provide good quality housing that is in keeping with the distinct character ral settlements and provide good quality housing that is in keeping with the distinct character 
areas across the Parish, and is appropriate for the needs of the community.areas across the Parish, and is appropriate for the needs of the community.
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What is a Neighbourhood Plan?What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

A Neighbourhood plan gives the community direct power to develop a shared vision for their neigh-
bourhood and shape the development and growth of their local area. They are able to choose where 
they want new homes, shops and offices to be built, have their say on what those new buildings 
should look like and what infrastructure should be provided.

The draft Plan has been developed to 
set out the vision, strategic direction, 
objectives and resulting policies for the 
village until 2038. It has been drafted 
by the Steering Group taking account 
of the responses from the 53% of 
households who completed our ques-
tionnaire in May 2021.

This word cloud shows what residents 
most value about living in Sonning:

The map below shows the extent of Sonning Parish. The entire area of the Parish will be covered by 
the Plan including the Conservation Area. A high resolution version is available to download from our 
website at www.sonning.info/plan_map.pdf

Map of Sonning Parish 
Key

Sonning Neighbourhood Plan 
Designated Area

Conservation Area
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What are the next steps?What are the next steps?
The draft Plan has to be consistent with the Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) Local Plan, the 
latest version of which is not expected to be available for public consultation until early 2023. For this 
reason some of the policies in the draft related to housing are still provisional.

The next steps to be taken are as follows:
◊ This brief summary of the draft Plan with a link to the full document has been delivered to all 

residents in October 2022.

◊ A public open day in Pearson Hall on 5th November 2022.

◊ Updated draft to be submitted to WBC for review and independent examination in early 2023.

◊ Referendum within the Parish followed by formal adoption.

Key Issues – Housing NeedsKey Issues – Housing Needs

◊ Sonning today comprises 670 dwellings and a population of around 1,750.

◊ Sonning’s population increased between 1.01% and 1.22% per annum between 2001 and 2019. 

◊ If this growth continues, the population will increase from its current 1,750 to between 2,035 
and 2,100 at the end of the 16 year plan period in 2038. Assuming an average household size 
of 2.5 persons, this growth would require between 113 – 140 new dwellings.

◊ The Plan envisages a more modest population increase over the given period with fewer new 
houses than the above figures.

Key Issues – New HousingKey Issues – New Housing

◊ Eleven potential new sites were considered by WBC in their LPU (Local Plan Update). None of 
the sites were favoured by residents in their responses to the questionnaire.

◊ Only two sites were included by WBC in the draft LPU (which is still being finalised): Site 1 (25 
houses at Bull Close) and Site 8 (24 houses on Sonning Golf Course).

◊ Site 1 has been in successive Local Plans for a long time and is likely to be retained in the LPU.

◊ Both Sonning Parish Council and the Sonning & Sonning Eye Society objected to Site 8. As the 
LPU is still under review it is not yet known if WBC will remove this site from the final draft LPU.

The following Vision, Objective and Policies related to Housing are included in the draft Plan: 

VISION – HousingVISION – Housing

Any new development will protect or enhance Sonning’s rural settlements and provide good Any new development will protect or enhance Sonning’s rural settlements and provide good 
quality housing that is in keeping with the distinct character areas across the Parish, and is quality housing that is in keeping with the distinct character areas across the Parish, and is 
appropriate for the needs of the communityappropriate for the needs of the community. . 

OBJECTIVE – Meeting Sonning’s Housing NeedOBJECTIVE – Meeting Sonning’s Housing Need

In order to maintain its village nature surrounded by farmland and its rich natural environment In order to maintain its village nature surrounded by farmland and its rich natural environment 
and in recognition of the fact that there are no suitable sites for any substantial development and in recognition of the fact that there are no suitable sites for any substantial development 
within the parish boundary, the demand for new housing will be met through limited small scale within the parish boundary, the demand for new housing will be met through limited small scale 
development, to a high standard, surrounded by green space and suitable for the elderly.development, to a high standard, surrounded by green space and suitable for the elderly.
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POLICY – Infill (not involving demolition of existing properties)POLICY – Infill (not involving demolition of existing properties)

Sympathetic proposals for infill development on sites within the parish will be entertained sub-Sympathetic proposals for infill development on sites within the parish will be entertained sub-
ject to the following criteria:ject to the following criteria:

The scale of development is appropriate to the neighbouring area and does not have an adverse The scale of development is appropriate to the neighbouring area and does not have an adverse 
impact on its character;impact on its character;

Important open space of public, environmental or ecological value is not lost, nor an important Important open space of public, environmental or ecological value is not lost, nor an important 
public view harmed;public view harmed;

If the proposal constitutes backland development it would not create problems of privacy and If the proposal constitutes backland development it would not create problems of privacy and 
access would not extend the built limits of the village;access would not extend the built limits of the village;

It does not conflict with other policies in the Plan or LPU.It does not conflict with other policies in the Plan or LPU.

POLICY – Demolition and ReplacementPOLICY – Demolition and Replacement

Applications to demolish existing houses and replace them with single or multiple dwellings Applications to demolish existing houses and replace them with single or multiple dwellings 
will be reviewed on their merits taking account of the scale of the proposed development and the will be reviewed on their merits taking account of the scale of the proposed development and the 
need to maintain the character of the area. need to maintain the character of the area. 

Replacement of residential buildings with commercial buildings will not normally be approved. Replacement of residential buildings with commercial buildings will not normally be approved. 
No proposals that increase the massing and height of the existing dwellings or which will change No proposals that increase the massing and height of the existing dwellings or which will change 
the distinct character of the area will be approved.the distinct character of the area will be approved.

POLICY - SITE 1 (BULL CLOSE)POLICY - SITE 1 (BULL CLOSE)

The site will be developed for 25 small to medium sized housing units, especially suitable for the The site will be developed for 25 small to medium sized housing units, especially suitable for the 
elderly, either by a developer or under a Community Right To Build Order (CRTBO).elderly, either by a developer or under a Community Right To Build Order (CRTBO).

At least 75% of the dwellings will be 1 or 2 bedroom units, designed to cater for occupants with At least 75% of the dwellings will be 1 or 2 bedroom units, designed to cater for occupants with 
limited mobility. Each dwelling will have built-in personal alarms connected to a 24-hour call limited mobility. Each dwelling will have built-in personal alarms connected to a 24-hour call 
centre.centre.

The layout will provide communal garden space for residents to use, individual gardens will be The layout will provide communal garden space for residents to use, individual gardens will be 
small and easily maintainable.small and easily maintainable.

 

POLICY - SITE 8 (SONNING GOLF CLUB)POLICY - SITE 8 (SONNING GOLF CLUB)

If this site is retained by WBC in the final Local Plan Update it will be developed in an environ-If this site is retained by WBC in the final Local Plan Update it will be developed in an environ-
mentally sensitive way for 24 family homes. One half (12 units) are to be 3 bedroom houses,  6 mentally sensitive way for 24 family homes. One half (12 units) are to be 3 bedroom houses,  6 
units each are to be 2 bedroom and 4 bedroom respectively. All houses to be 2 storey units in units each are to be 2 bedroom and 4 bedroom respectively. All houses to be 2 storey units in 
order to ensure a rural character.order to ensure a rural character.

All houses are to be designed to a high standard consistent with the open countryside character All houses are to be designed to a high standard consistent with the open countryside character 
of the area, streets are to be tree lined, houses to have substantial gardens and the houses are to of the area, streets are to be tree lined, houses to have substantial gardens and the houses are to 
be equipped with solar panels and EV sockets for charging electric vehicles.be equipped with solar panels and EV sockets for charging electric vehicles.
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Key Issues – Conservation AreaKey Issues – Conservation Area
Most residents valued the historical Conservation Area highly in their responses to the questionnaire. 
The boundaries will be reveiwed during the currency of the impending Local Plan Update so that it 
remains relevant. The following Vision, Objectives and Policies are included in the draft Plan:

VISION – Conservation AreaVISION – Conservation Area

That the unique historical centre of Sonning should be preserved or enhanced, consideration That the unique historical centre of Sonning should be preserved or enhanced, consideration 
should be given at the next Conservation Area Appraisal to enlarging the area to include areas should be given at the next Conservation Area Appraisal to enlarging the area to include areas 
that fit the definition.that fit the definition.

OBJECTIVE – Conservation AreaOBJECTIVE – Conservation Area

To protect the historic central conservation area and ensure that the surrounding settlements To protect the historic central conservation area and ensure that the surrounding settlements 
continue to reflect the semi-rural nature of the village.continue to reflect the semi-rural nature of the village.

POLICY – Conservation AreaPOLICY – Conservation Area

No new housing, other than in very limited circumstances, will be built in the Sonning Conser-No new housing, other than in very limited circumstances, will be built in the Sonning Conser-
vation Area.vation Area.

Key Issues - InfrastructureKey Issues - Infrastructure

◊ The pollution and disruption caused by through traffic was the biggest negative issue highlighted 
by residents in their responses to the questionnaire.

◊ Monitoring of traffic speeds is to be continued in order to control excessive speeding

◊ The lack of central parking is recognised, the Plan recommends that new housing has adequate 
provision for off-street parking and that parking on footpaths is discouraged. 

Key Issues – Local EnvironmentKey Issues – Local Environment
Recognising the almost universal response that the preservation and protection of the local environ-
ment is one of the most important factors to residents, policies are included in the Plan to address 
the following Objectives:

◊ Maintain and enhance the air quality and cleanliness of the Parish.  

◊ Protect and improve our green spaces and biodiverse wildlife habitats.

◊ Retain the natural views and visual landscapes afforded to the residents and visitors, and 
protect our trees and hedgerows.

◊ Maintain and develop pedestrian access paths across the parish including those to, and along, 
the River Thames.

◊ Improve the parish access for vehicle free movement.

◊ Generate a sustainable reduction of the impact of traffic pollution, including air quality, and 
noise, within the Parish. 
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Key Issues  – Local Social and Community FacilitiesKey Issues  – Local Social and Community Facilities
Responses from residents regarding local facilities indicated a broad level of satisfaction. Given the 
apparent general level of satisfaction no policies have been included so far in the draft. 

Key Issues – CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy)Key Issues – CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy)
Sonning residents suggested that CIL money should be used as follows:

◊ Traffic calming schemes (56%)

◊ Schemes to improve Sonning pavements for walkers and disabled accessibility (43%)

◊ Roads and drainage (32% each)

◊ Speed cameras (31%)

◊ Road improvements for cyclists and better Broadband services (30% each)

These priorities broadly reflect the opinions expressed in earlier sections of this Plan.

Key Issues – Monitoring & EvaluationKey Issues – Monitoring & Evaluation
The Plan will be reviewed every five years throughout the plan period. Review of policies will be 
managed by Sonning Parish Council and the Sonning & Sonning Eye Society. The purpose of review 
will be primarily to assess the extent to which the objectives have been achieved in practice and the 
contribution of the policies contained within it towards meeting those objectives; and secondly to 
rectify any errors and omissions.

The Draft Sonning Neighbourhood Plan can be accessed from our website The Draft Sonning Neighbourhood Plan can be accessed from our website sonning.infosonning.info  
where you can ask questions about the proposals and let us know your thoughts.where you can ask questions about the proposals and let us know your thoughts.




