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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR RESIDENTS 
SPRING 2021

Your opportunity to shape where you live

A Neighbourhood Plan is a document that sets out planning policies which are written by the local community, 
rather than the Local Planning Authority. Sonning residents have an opportunity to shape our Parish and  develop 
a sense of place that is unique and valuable. We have a rich historical past which we need to maintain and a 
wealth of natural environment to improve, as well as ensuring that any development is of the right type and in 
the right place. A Neighbourhood Plan will give us, the residents of Sonning, the best chance of ensuring that 
Sonning develops as we wish.

This questionnaire was produced by a Steering Group comprised of members of Sonning Parish Council, the 
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society and other residents of Sonning. We have come together to draft the Sonning 
Neighbourhood Plan (SNP). Once adopted such a plan would have legal standing. It would be used by 
Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) to influence their decisions on future developments. Your responses to 
this questionnaire will ensure that the SNP reflects the concerns and aspirations of our community.

The Sonning Neighbourhood Plan will: 
◊ aim to protect the Parish and guide the growth and development of Sonning to 2036 and beyond; 
◊ establish policies by which future planning applications will be guided; 
◊ have legal weight in setting out what development is acceptable to us in Sonning. The SNP, in 

conjunction with the WBC Local Plan, will be used in determining planning applications in Sonning;
◊ entitle the Parish Council to receive 25% (rather than only 15%) of the Community Infrastructure 

Levy (CIL) revenues from any new development taking place in Sonning. The SNP must envisage how 
the neighbourhood element of CIL should be allocated e.g. the provision, improvement, replacement, 
operation or maintenance of infrastructure or dealing with other demands a new development may 
place on the community. 

It should only take about 20 minutes to complete the entire questionnaire but please don’t feel that you 
have to answer each and every question. Please feel free to leave any question blank if you can’t answer it, 
or if you’d prefer not to answer it. Every resident aged 16 and over is entitled to complete this questionnaire, 
not just one response per household. A digital version is available using the links below.

The Deadline for completion of this 
questionnaire is:      10th May 2021

In the spirit of sustainability this questionnaire has been printed on recycled paper. 
To help us save paper and further printing costs, the questionnaire is also available 

as an interactive PDF form which you can complete and email back to us. 
The digital version can be found at: https://sonning.info/snp

If you have any questions please contact your coordinator or email: snp@sonning.info
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Definitions & Abbreviations

Affordable Housing Housing for which the mortgage payments on the property should be more 
than would be paid in rent on council housing, but remain below market 
level.

Affordable Rented 
Housing

Housing subject to rent controls that require a rent of no more than 80% of 
the local market level.

Brownfield Site Previously developed land that has the potential to be redeveloped. There are 
no such sites defined in Sonning Parish.

Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

This is the charge that developers are required to pay to the planning 
authority as a contribution to infrastructure development of the local area. 

Conservation Area The area of Sonning that has been designated as an area "of special 
architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is 
desirable to preserve or enhance”. 

Disability Under the Disability Discrimination Act, disability is defined as “a physical 
or mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect 
on the ability to carry out normal day to day activities”. 

Greenfield Site A site, usually in a rural area, that has never had buildings on it.

Infrastructure The basic physical structures and facilities needed for communities 
to operate effectively on a day to day basis e.g. roads, power supplies, 
communications etc. 

Local This term is used to indicate something within the Sonning Parish Boundary 
(see map on page 4).

Parish A territorial boundary designation within a district.

Parish Boundary See map on following page.

Social Rented Housing A scheme to provide people with homes on a cheaper rent to privately rented 
housing and with long term tenancy to allow occupiers the opportunity to 
“put down their roots”.

Sonning 
Neighbourhood Plan 
(SNP)

The legal document detailing our vision for the future of our village that 
has to be approved by the residents of Sonning before it can be adopted by 
Wokingham Borough Council.

Sonning Neighbourhood 
Plan Designated Area 

The area designated by Wokingham Borough Council for which the Plan 
will be made: the area designated by the Parish Boundary. 

SPC Sonning Parish Council

Starter Home A new dwelling only available for purchase by first-time buyers and made 
available at a price at least 20% less than market value.

Village Envelope The developed area which is usually not extended beyond, with a few 
exceptions. 

WBC Wokingham Borough Council
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SONNING NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
QUESTIONNAIRE

Please tick the appropriate box or answer in the space provided. When considering your response, 
please assume we’re in “normal” non-Covid times. There is a blank page at the end if you need 
additional room to answer a question or if you have any comments that you’d like to make. 
Questions where you need to pick only one answer will be round radio-buttons   
those that expect multiple selections will be square tick-boxes        .

Section 1. About You

1.1 Your age?  16 - 24 25-39 40-54 55-69  over 70

1.2 Do you have an illness or condition that is considered a Disability*?  Yes      No

1.3 How long have you lived in Sonning?

 Less than one year 1-5 years 6-10 years 11-20 years
21-40 years More than 40 years

1.4 Indicate the road (or the nearest road to) where you live. 

 Bath Road  Hawthorn Way  Mustard Lane  Sonning Lane 
 Charvil Lane  High Street  Old Bath Road  Sonning Meadows 
 Duffield Road  Holme Pk Farm Ln  Paddick Close  South Drive 
 Garde Road  Holmemoor Drive  Parkway Drive  Thames Street 
 Glebe Gardens  Little Glebe  Pearson Road  Warren Road 
 Glebe Lane  London Road  Pound Lane  West Drive 

What is your PostCode?    

1.5 From the list below, what are the FOUR things that you most value about living in Sonning?

 Village community in which you feel at home  Rural community surrounded by open spaces 
 St Andrew’s Church and its activities  Proximity to the River Thames and Thames Path 
 Village school  Pearson Hall and its activities 
 Pubs and hotels  Sports and leisure facilities  
 Bus service  Village shop 
 Conservation area and its historical context  Proximity to good transport links 

Other: 

1.6 If you were to show a visitor the best thing about Sonning, what would that be?
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Map of Sonning Parish

The Sonning Neighbourhood Plan includes the entire Parish area

Key This map has been prepared using data drawn from a number of publicly available resources. 
These include:-
     The Ordnance Survey Open Data Project,
     Ordnance Survey Explorer 1:25,000 series, Sheet 159, Wokingham and Pangbourne,
     Wokingham Borough Council (WBC)  - Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2020-2030 

Some of these resources may not be completely up to date, and are subject to revision by their 
authorsat any time.

Additional information has also been provided by:- WBC and SPC

This map is for information only and is not intended to replace any primary data held by the 
Ordnance Survey, the Land Registry, or WBCouncil Planning Department. Thanks are due to
all those who assisted me in the preparation of this map.

Bob Hulley, December MMXX

SNP Designated Area

Conservation Area



- 5 - Sonning NP QN1

In this section we are asking you to suggest where you feel any new development should be 
located and what type it should be. The following information may provide useful context for 
some of your responses.

Sonning has been identified as a “limited development location” in the draft WBC Local Plan 
Update (LPU), issued in January 2020. Several sites in Sonning were proposed to WBC as being 
suitable for development. These sites were opposed by Sonning Parish Council and the Sonning 
& Sonning Eye Society and only one was included in the resulting draft LPU - the site owned by 
Sonning Farm known as Bull Close, off Garde Road, which has the potential for 25 new dwellings.

However because the proposal for Grazeley garden town had to be withdrawn (it would have 
encompassed the majority of development for the next 15 years), WBC is now reconsidering all 
the original ‘Promoted sites’ plus additional ones, a total of 10 sites. See detailed map on page 6. 

Section 2. Current Housing Need and Housing Development

2.1 What type of property do you currently occupy? If it does not suit your current needs, what 
would better meet your needs now and in 10+ years? (Tick all that apply)

 Current home Really need now 10+ years 
What type of accomodation is it? 
Flat/apartment    
House/bungalow with 1 bedroom    
House/bungalow with 2 bedrooms    
House/bungalow with 3 bedrooms    
House with 4 or more bedrooms    
Other (please specify)    
 
 
 
Is your current home? 
Owner occupied property   
Shared ownership (part owned, part rented)  
Starter home  
Private rented property  
Social rented housing  
Sheltered housing/nursing home  
Other (please specify)  
 

2.2 Where do you anticipate living in 10 years’ time? 

Stay in current home  
Move elsewhere in Sonning  
Move away from Sonning  
Not sure  
If you will be moving away from 
Sonning please state your reasons:
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2.3 Which of the above sites do you approve of as suitable areas for housing development: 
 

Area in 
hectares

Proposed 
dwellings

Strongly 
Approve Approve Neutral Disapprove Strongly 

Disapprove

1. Land at Sonning Farm (Bull Close) 1.29 25

2. Land East of Garde Road 6.16 92

3. Land North of Thames Street  3.45 54

4. Land West of Milestone Avenue  8.81 133

5. Land at Sonning Golf Club 0.77 13

7. Land adjacent Model Farm Cottages 0.19 3

8. Land at Sonning Golf Club 1.6 24

9. Thatched Cottage, Sonning Lane 3.64 6

10. Rams RFC - Old Redingensians 4.29 100

11. Land at Holme Park Farm 25.3 unknown

A. Land adjacent to Sunrise Homes 1.18 57 flats

11

9 1
2

3

10

8

5

7

4

A

The map below shows sites that are being considered in WBC’s Local Plan Update as ‘promoted 
sites’ for housing development. It is important to note that some of these sites still need to be 
examined and deemed to be suitable for development. Two sites, shown as ‘5’ and ‘A’ on the 
map, have recently been granted planning permission. Site 5 has permission for 13 houses. Site 
A has ‘Outline Planning Permission’ for 57 flats for residents aged 60 and over. Despite that, we 
would also like to hear your opinions on these sites in case of a change in the situation.

Map of Sites for Possible Development in Sonning
Shaded areas are on WBC’s list of  ‘promoted sites’. 
Site 11 is also proposed for offices and industrial use.
Site ‘A’ is a separate area of probable development. 
Local wildlife site Local nature reserve

(A large scale version on this map is availble on sonning.info/maps )
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2.4 Are there any specific locations in or adjacent to the village of Sonning (excluding sites from 
question 2.3) that you think are suitable for new homes? If so, where, and why?

 

2.5 Are there any specific locations where houses should not be built? If so, where, and why?

 

2.6 What type of new homes would you like to see in Sonning? Please select one in each row. 

Yes No No opinion

Starter homes* (see Definitions on page 3)

Smaller homes (2 bedrooms)

Family homes (3 bedrooms)

Larger family homes (4+ bedrooms)

Affordable housing*(see Definitions on page 3)

Social housing*(see Definitions on page 3)

Adaptable/easy access homes e.g. bungalows

Supported/sheltered accommodation for older people

Opportunities for self-build

Live/work – homes with workshops

Dwellings built to high environmental standards
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Rural Exception Sites are small sites (typically for up to 10 houses) adjoining villages in the open 
countryside which would not normally be used for housing, but are granted planning permission 
as an exception to the general rule, in order to provide affordable housing to rural communities. 
These sites aim to support the local community by providing affordable housing for current 
residents or households with an existing family or employment connections to the area.

Yes No No opinion

2.10 Would you support the provision of affordable housing 
through a Rural Exception Site Housing Scheme?

2.7 If applications for further development should come forward in the future, where would 
you like to see that development built? 

(Select one in each row) Strongly 
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly

Disagree

On infill sites (1-2 houses) within the village envelope

On larger sites within the village envelope

On sites which will extend the village envelope

Not on any of the above sites

2.8 With regards to housing density please state your feelings about the following:

(Select one in each row) Strongly 
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly

Disagree

Low density housing (dwellings spaced far apart) is best

Moderate density housing is best

High density housing (spaced close together) is best

2.9 What are the most important considerations in the design and layout of housing 
developments? (Tick up to FOUR that are most important to you.)

In keeping with existing size and character of nearby dwellings and street scenes

Modern, innovative structures

In keeping with the housing character of Sonning

Suitability for elderly and those with restricted mobility

Adequate storage

Adequate off-street parking

Communal greens and open spaces

Landscaping

Green initiatives (e.g. solar panels, electric vehicle (EV) charging points, bicycle storage)

Other (please specify) 
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2.11 Which of the following aspects of development would you like to see in Sonning over the 
next 10+ years? (Tick up to FOUR that are most important to you.) NB some of these aspects are 
covered in more depth in later sections of this questionnaire. 

Housing

Residential Amenity (e.g. car parking, communal areas, schools)

Countryside (e.g. footpaths, access to open fields and rivers)

Leisure & Recreational Facilities (e.g. playing pitches, Village Hall)

Rural Diversification (change in use of farmland, e.g. to office space, farm shops)

Quality of the natural environment (e.g. wildlife habitats, air quality)

Transport (e.g. through traffic (3rd Bridge), parking, traffic management, public 
transport)

Economic Development (e.g. employment, working from home)

Retaining and encouraging more shops & offices

2.12 Please give your opinion on each of the following statements,  which relate to planning 
issues:  

   (Select one response for each row) Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly

Agree

It is important to maintain the rural character of the Parish

Large scale development around Sonning and Charvil would 
threaten the rural character of the Parish

I am worried about urban spreading from Reading, Woodley 
and Charvil

It is important to preserve the rural space that defines the 
discrete character of Sonning village, and maintain the space 
between us and Reading, Woodley and Charvil

Important views and rural spaces in the Parish need to be 
protected

New developments should minimise extra pressure on traffic 
going through the village

New housing sites should minimise the impact on the 
surrounding countryside, landscape, and ecosystems

It is important for new housing developments to maintain an 
overall sense of quietness and space

It is important to protect mature trees and hedgerows

The roads cater adequately for pedestrians and cyclists

It is important that new houses are energy efficient
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Section 3. Local Environment

3.1 In your opinion, which of the following would help to enhance the quality of life within 
Sonning? (Tick up to FOUR most important to you) 

Reduction in through traffic and increased traffic calming

Improved footpaths

Improved street lighting

More litter bins

More dog-waste bins

More benches

Creation of more wildlife habitat

Protection of mature trees from being felled unnecessarily

Planting more trees

Tidier roadside verges

Wilder roadside verges to encourage biodiversity

Other (please specify) 
 
 
 

3.2 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements concerning our green 
spaces in and around Sonning?

Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 

Agree

It is important to me to have green space between Sonning 
Parish and neighbouring communities

Building on the current green spaces would not affect the 
unique nature of the Parish of Sonning

I would support building affordable homes on current green 
field sites if it was in conjunction with a plan to reduce traffic 
through the village and over the bridge

We do not have enough public access green space around the 
Parish

We should keep at least 800 metres (half a mile) between 
the limit of the Parish to the east (Charvil) and to the west 
(Reading) and any building development in the Parish

I care more about the need for a better, increased supply of 
housing in Sonning than I do for preserving green space

A map of the existing green spaces within the Parish of Sonning is shown on page 12. 
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Green space can be a key asset for many communities. A specific kind of land designation called 
a Local Green Space can protect these assets as well as create community well-being. Below 
are examples of reasons you could use to nominate green spaces that are special to the Parish 
and hold a particular significance:

◊ Hold historic significance
◊ Are deemed to be of local beauty
◊ Form part of the character or setting of the townscape
◊ Provide an attractive setting and outlook for surrounding residential properties or 

have recreational value
◊ Should be in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves. 

3.3 Are there any areas of land that you would like to be considered or designated as Local 
Green Space? Please write your comments below (if possible, make reference to how the area or 
areas you are nominating satisfy the criteria listed in the box above) and/or attach a plan and/or 
photographs if you consider it appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.4 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements concerning our green 
spaces in and around Sonning?

Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 

Agree

Our hedgerows and mature trees need to be protected

We need more accessible green spaces to walk in and 
enjoy

We need more public access pathways

We undervalue the wildlife and biodiversity around the 
Parish

The open views across the fields and woods are 
important assets

We need more designated Local Wildlife Sites

We need to maintain all our views of, and access to, the 
River Thames

Litter bins cause more pollution than they prevent
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Sonning Parish Green Spaces - Sports Fields, Farmland and Nature Reserve

KEY

This map has been prepared using data drawn from a number of publicly available resources. These include:-
 The Ordnance Survey Open Data Project, 
 Ordnance Survey Explorer 1:25,000 series, Sheet 159, Wokingham and Pangbourne,
 Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) - Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2020-2030
Some of these resources may not be completely up to date, and are subject to revision by their authors at any time. 

Additional information has been provided by:-  Wokingham Borough Council, Sonning Parish Council and Reading University Farm. 
 
This map is for information only and is not intended to replace any primary data held by the Ordnance Survey, the Land Registry, or WBC 
Planning Department. Thanks are due to all those who assisted me in the preparation of this map. 
           Bob Hulley, December MMXX 

Larger scale versions of all maps shown are available to view at: sonning.info/maps

Farmland TVP Nature Reserve Sports Fields Ali’s Pond LNR

Golf Course Parish Boundary Conservation Area



- 13 - Sonning NP QN1

3.5 Please tick up to FOUR of the following green spaces and/or views that are the most 
important to you.

Thames paths

The Wharf

Churchyard & cemetery

Ali’s Pond (Local Nature Reserve)

King George’s Field

All public footpaths

Broadmoor Lane

Views over farmland

Thames Valley Park Nature Reserve

West Drive (with its 80+ protected trees)

Sonning Golf Club

Berkshire County Sports Club

Reading Hockey & Cricket Club

Other (please specify) 
 

 

3.6 Please think about the views when you’re entering and leaving Sonning. 

How important to you are the views from: Very 
important

Quite 
important

Not 
important

No 
opinion

     Charvil Lane

     Pound Lane

     Sonning Lane

     Thames Street

3.7 Where in Sonning would you take a visitor to enjoy the landscape? Why?

There is governmental commitment to protect the environment. The Sonning Neighbourhood 
Plan could provide the ability to support our distinctive rural landscape and enhance our existing 
and future open spaces. . This would include natural features such as footapths, in-field trees, 
hedgerows, ponds and streams. Please focus on the environmental and visual landscaping in 
the whole Parish area when answering these next questions.
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3.8 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements concerning 
environmental issues in and around Sonning?

Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly

Agree

Light pollution is a major concern to me

Noise pollution is an increasing problem

Air pollution is an issue in Sonning

More needs to be done to prevent flooding

Other environmental concerns (please specify) 

3.9 Thinking about our surrounding environment, what additional or improved amenities and 
environmental enhancements would you like to see in/across the Parish? 

3.10 Over the past ten years (or since you moved here if less than that) have there been any 
changes to the local landscape and environment which you did not like? 

3.11 Is there anything else which you feel should be considered about our Local Environment? If 
so, what and why? 
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Section 4. Social and Community Facilities

4.1 To what extent do the following venues, organisations and groups help you to feel part of 
the local community in Sonning?

A lot Quite a lot A little Not at all

Sports Clubs

Social/charitable clubs and organisations

Sonning Scarecrows and Sonning Regatta

Allotments

Environmental and conservational groups

Places to eat and drink (pubs, restaurants, etc.)

Religious groups and organisations

Schools

Organisations for children and young people

Neighbourhood Watch and informal community groups

Local businesses

4.2 Please name up to five groups, organisations, or venues that are especially important in 
helping you to feel part of the local community in Sonning:

4.3 How frequently, in “normal” non-Covid times, do you take part in your top choice in the 
above question Q4.2? (Select one from these choices) 

At least weekly Once every 3 months

Fortnightly Annually/Biennially

Monthly Never
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4.4 How far would you agree or disagree with the following statements: 

Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly

Agree

Village events (e.g. Sonning Scarecrows, Sonning 
Regatta, Sonning Show) help me feel part of the local 
community

There should be more groups, organisations, and events 
aimed at older people in the village

There should be more groups, organisations, and events 
for children and young people in the village

Mixed-age groups, organisations, and events help me to 
feel part of the local community

I value the time that I spend in Sonning’s community 
venues (places for meeting with others outside the 
home, whether commercial or community-owned)

4.5 Local Community Assets 

Are there places, buildings or land in Sonning that you would like to see listed in this way? 

An Asset of Community Value is a building or piece of land which the community 
considers to be essential to the social foundation of the area. They are registered with 
the local authority and their status as Assets of Community Value is recognised in law. 

Assets of Community Value are not just historical buildings. Rather, they are places that preserve 
the well-being of the community, and that are well used and loved. These might include:

◊ a building or land itself (e.g. historic or iconic local building)
◊ the activities or service which are delivered from a space or building
◊ the future potential of a site – what it could become.

If an Asset of Community Value comes up for sale, community groups could be given a total of six 
months to put together a bid to buy it.

It is up to communities to decide whether or not they wish to nominate buildings or land in their 
area as Assets of Community Value. At present, there are no listed Assets of Community Value in 
Sonning.

Buying goods and services locally is important to my 
sense of community
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4.6 Which of the following do you use currently for information or communication?  
(Tick all that apply)

 Sonning Parish Council website   “Sonning Buzz” Facebook Group 
 Sonning & Sonning Eye Society website  Sonning Parish Magazine 
 Bridge Newsletter (S&SES publication)  Social media 
 Notice Boards   Radio Berkshire 
 Other (please specify below) 

 
 

4.7 Do you think that events in Sonning are adequately publicised in the existing media? 

Yes No No opinion

 If you have responded “No” to the above please give details
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Section 5. Local Facilities and Businesses

5.1 How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the availability and suitability of the following 
services and facilities in Sonning? (Make one choice per row) 

Facilities and Services Satisfied Dissatisfied No opinion, 
don’t know

Health & welfare (doctor, dentist etc.)

Schools

Preschool and childcare

Indoor facilities for sport, leisure, exercise, recreation

Outdoor facilities for sport, leisure, exercise, recreation

Range of retail outlets (shops, pubs etc.)

Facilities for young people (under 18)

Facilities for older people (over 65)

Facilities for hire for functions

Access for people with disabilities to the local facilities

Allotments

Clubs and Societies

Safety and security

 
If you have answered “Dissatisfied” for any of the above please explain here what improvements you would like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.2 How often, in “normal” non-Covid times, would you use the following local businesses? 

Never Occasionally Monthly Weekly Daily

The Village Hamper (Shop)

The Sonning Club

The Bull Pub

The Coppa Club

The French Horn Restaurant

The Mill Theatre
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5.3 Do you think there is a need for more of the following types of small-scale business 
development in Sonning? (Tick all that apply) 

More shops

More small commercial units

Creative workshop spaces

Serviced office units

None at all

Other (please specify) 
 
 
 

5.4 Local Businesses and Jobs 

Yes No No opinion

Should we encourage more local businesses? 

Should we encourage more local jobs? 

Is farming important to the local economy and environment?

5.5 If you think we need more businesses or jobs in Sonning, please suggest what is needed 
and where in the space below: 

What is needed? Where should it be located?
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Section 6. The Sonning Conservation Area

Historical Buildings and Conservation Area (Heritage)

6.1 Is it important to you that development does not have a harmful impact on historic 
buildings and the Conservation Area in Sonning? 

Very important Quite important Not at all important

6.2 Should the current Conservation Area be extended? 

Yes No No opinion

If  you answered “Yes” please give reasons and your ideas:
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Section 7. Infrastructure, Travel and Transport

Infrastructure

7.1 With regard to infrastructure, how do you rate the following? (Tick one choice per row)

Good OK Needs to be 
improved If it needs to be improved: how and where?

Sewerage

Drainage

Water supply

Electricity supply

Refuse collection

Recycling collection

Mobile phone 
reception

Pavements

Rural footpaths

Cycle paths

Roads/bridge

7.2 Are you happy with your Broadband connection?     Yes    No 
ADSL 

(uses your 
landline)

Traditional Fibre 
FTTC 

(uses your landline)

Full Fibre 
FTTP

(to your house)

Cable 
(e.g. Virgin/ 
Gigaclear)

Mobile 4/5G Don’t know

What type is it?

What download speed do you typically achieve? (check www.speedtest.net) Mbps

Would you be interested in a shared-cost Community Full Fibre Project to 
bring significantly faster broadband to your home/business? Yes  No   
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7.3 Should all future developments in Sonning include......
Yes No No opinion

Flood-prevention measures to reduce the impact of a flood?

Green energy measures such as solar panels or heat pumps?  

The latest available broadband technology? 

7.4 Electric Vehicles (EV) 
Yes No No opinion

Should the village encourage EVs by providing public 
charging points?

Do you own or drive an EV?

Are you considering the purchase of an EV within the next 
few years?

Travel and Transport

7.5 Which method of travel do you regularly use for the following: (Tick all means of transport 
that apply to each activity undertaken. Please ignore ‘Walk’ if this is just walking to or from your 
car/bus/train to your destination). 

Car/van Bus Park n 
Ride Train Motor 

-bike Bicycle Walk Taxi Other N/A

Commute to/from 
school/work

Commute to/from 
station

Travel on business

Take children to/
from school

Grocery shopping

Other shopping

Visit family/
friends

Take part in 
leisure activities

Health visits eg 
doctor/dentist
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7.6 Please tell us how you feel about the aspects of transport and highways listed below: 

Strongly
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 

Agree

We need better public transport

I am concerned over the volume of traffic

I am concerned over the speed of traffic

Parking is a major problem

Road safety needs improvement

Pedestrians need better protection

Cyclists need better protection

Pavements need improvement

We require better access for the disabled

Travelling by Train

7.7 If you use the train for commuting, from which station do you start your journey? (Tick all 
that apply)

 Reading  Twyford 
 Winnersh Triangle   Earley 
 Other (please specify below)  Wokingham 

 I do not use the train to commute 

Travelling by Bus

7.8 If you do not use the bus, or only use it infrequently, what would encourage you to use it? 
(Tick up to FOUR most important to you)

 Improved times  Easier access for getting on/off the bus 
 Better located bus stops  More appropriate destinations 
 Better reliability of bus service  More affordable fares 
 More bus shelters  Shorter journey times 
 Live travel updates   More convenient transport connections 
 Other (please specify below)  I do not want to use the bus service 

 Not relevant to me: I already use the bus service
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Cycling

7.9 In your opinion, which of the following would discourage you from riding a bicycle 
through Sonning? (Tick up to FOUR most important to you)

 Heavy traffic   Inadequate safe cycle routes within Sonning 
 Speeding traffic   Inadequate safe cycle route connections to other destinations 
 HGVs   Inadequate safe cycle route links to hubs of employment 
 Lack of street lighting   Parked cars 
 Other (please specify below) 

 
 
 
 
   Not relevant to me: I do not use a bicycle

Walking

7.10 What would encourage you to walk more as a means of transport or leisure?  
(Tick up to FOUR most important to you)

 Better maintained footpaths  No verge parking 
 Better maintained pavements  No pavement parking 
 Safer road crossings   Better security 
 Less through traffic reducing pollution levels  I do not walk as a means of transport 
 Less litter/animal faeces  Better accessibility for wheelchairs/walking  
 Other (please specify below)        aids, prams, buggies 

 
 
 

Traffic Management

7.11 With regard to traffic management, please tick the methods you would like to see?  
(Tick up to FOUR most important to you)

 More parking provision   Re-route through traffic/ 3rd bridge 
 Improved road surfaces  More severe restrictions on HGVs 
 More traffic lights   Speed cameras 
 Chicanes   More speed indicators 
 Lower speed limits   More speed humps 
 Other (please specify below)  More mini roundabouts 
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7.12 Please write in the box below any roads or junctions that you believe are danger spots in 
need of traffic calming or better traffic management:

 
 
 

7.13 A new river crossing (Third Thames Bridge) has been proposed as an extension to the A329 
through the Thames Valley Park. Please indicate if you support this bridge.

Yes No No opinion

Do you support the 3rd Thames Bridge?

7.14 If you have any other suggestions to manage through traffic problems in Sonning please 
write them in the box below:
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Section 8. Allocation of CIL monies

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge on development. The majority of the levy is 
intended to be used by the local authority for the provision of infrastructure to address demands 
that new development might create across their borough. A portion of it (currently 15%) is 
assigned to the Parish council for the provision, improvement, maintenance or replacement of 
the infrastructure.

A bonus of having a Neighbourhood Plan in place is that it will ensure that Sonning Parish Council 
will receive 25% of the CIL monies to spend on infrastructure projects. Infrastructure has a wide 
range of meanings in this context but could include: improved or safer roads; facilities to support 
walking and cycling; flood defences; educational facilities; green spaces and a lot more.

8.1 If more CIL monies are available for Sonning, how would you like them to be used? 
(Please tick a maximum of 4 boxes)

Improved roads

Improved surface water drainage and schemes to alleviate flooding

Traffic calming schemes

Speed cameras

Better street lighting

Better security

Schemes to improve our roads for cyclists

Schemes to improve our pavements for walkers and disabled accessibility

Better located bus stops

Broadband services

Retaining and encouraging more shops & offices

Other (please specify in the space below)
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Please use this space to comment on any relevant issues you feel have not been covered in this 
questionnaire or if you would like to give more feedback on a question that has been asked. 
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Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.

What Happens Next: 

The data collected from all respondents will be analysed by the SNP Working Group who will look at further 
building the evidence base for the topics you have identified as being important. This is the precursor to creat-
ing policies for the draft Neighbourhood Plan. There will be further consultation on the draft Plan before it is 
submitted for independent examination and approval. Once approved it will be put to a public vote.

A referendum will be organised by the Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) at which residents of Sonning 
will vote. Provided the majority of Sonning residents vote to accept the Plan it will be adopted as an official 
policy document which must be taken into account in future planning decisions. Sonning Parish Council will, 
together with WBC and other bodies, then be able to work with a view to realising this vision created by the 
Sonning community.

If you would like more information about the SNP you can find further details on the sonning.info website.

If you would like to be involved and help us with this important project please either enter your email address 
here: 

or get in touch with Jeremy Gilmore (jeremy@sonning.info).

All views given in the questionnaire will remain confidential and will be analysed in accordance with the 
General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR).

https://sonning.info
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